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Two chances to help Habitat for Humanity of Williamson County are com-
ing this fall, Renovation Station, Habitat’s new resale store, and a re-
vamped HABItrot 5K Race. 

Renovation Station opens its doors in early October, and will carry 
building materials and home décor items at discounted rates.  Funds 
generated by Renovation Station will go 
directly to cover Habitat for Humanity of 
Williamson County’s operating costs, and 
ensure that all sponsor, donor, and mort-
gage funds are used strictly to build 
houses.  Store hours will be Tuesday 
through Friday from 10am until 5pm, and 
Saturday from 8:30am until 2pm.   

Volunteers are critical to the success of 
Renovation Station, and are needed to help in a wide variety of jobs in 
the store including:  cashier, receiving, pick-up, and customer service.  
Volunteers are welcome to work as often or as little as they wish.  For 
more information, and to volunteer please contact Melody Conkin at the 
office at 591-7077 or by email at mconkin@hfhwc.org. 

Donations of building materials, appliances, furniture, and home décor 
items are needed and are being accepted now.  Please contact Bobbi 
Copeland in the Habitat office at 591-7077 or 474-5334 if you have an 
item to donate.  Visit Habitat’s website at www.hfhwc.org for more infor-
mation about volunteer positions and items that we still need for store op-
erations. 

On Thanksgiving morning Habitat for Humanity of 
Williamson County will hold the Williamson County 
Association of Realtors 2005 HABItrot 5K Run/
Walk and Kids’ Fun Run .  The Nashville Striders 
sanctioned event will be held at CoolSprings Galleria 
in Franklin, and will feature a number of new options 
for families and casual runners and walkers.  A Kids’ 
Fun Run, a Clydesdale Division, and a pre-event 
training program for couch potatoes sponsored by 
Carl Vasser’s Gym have been added to HABItrot this 
year. 

Race-day registration will begin at 6:30am at Cool-
Springs Galleria and the race will begin at 8am.  Pre-registration will be-
gin soon.  Please check our website at www.hfhwc.org, call the office at 
591-7077, or contact Laurie Kush at lkush@hfhwc.org for more informa-
tion and updates about HABItrot.  ���
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By:  Ermon Lature 
Executive Director 

It’s an old story.  There was a light on in the not completed 
Habitat house.  The investigating policeman reported to the 
neighbors who called him that the “intruder” was the daugh-
ter of the soon-to-be homeowner.  She was studying in “her 
room.” 
 
Does a “home” really make a difference in this thing we call 
“education”? 
 
Here are some gathered thoughts: 
Without emotional safety, there can be no learning.  For 
students, adequate housing ranks high on the scale of psy-
chological security. 
 
Schooling is a primary means of stitching us into our com-
munities, providing a social foundation for learning that sup-
ports us as we acquire skills and become contributing mem-
bers where we live and work.  However, doctors, psycholo-
gists and educators have discovered that we cannot learn 
when we don’t feel emotionally safe.  Substandard housing 
threatens this sense of security and becomes a liability in 
the academic life of a student. 
 
Fact:  A stable home life plays a role in the ability of children 
to learn. 
 
While a stable home cannot guarantee winning academics, 
it has been proven that a positive and nurturing environment 
plays a significant role.  If we can provide decent living for 
families in substandard housing, we will also provide the 
opportunity for the children of these families to have a fight-
ing chance at escaping the confines of poverty.  Education 
makes all things possible and with a strong educational 
base, these children can earn an opportunity at college and 
possibly, a professional degree.  Our homes provide a 
chance to achieve success with stability and specifically, 
through education. 
 
The building of homes, or just A home, with Habitat for Hu-
manity, does have a direct impact on learning, especially for 
children in impoverished homes. 
 
“God is our maker, and in our union with Christ Jesus He 
has created us for a life of good works, which he has already 
prepared for us to do.” - Ephesians 2:10 
 
Is your “Good Works” to be a part of eliminating inadequate 
housing that hinders education because it undermines a 
student’s ability to feel safe enough to learn? 
 
Together we can do a lot. 
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By:  Steve Lewis 
Board President 

Imagine living in a Soviet prison for two years.  Imagine having 
the KGB frequently enter your home searching for Bibles and 
other Christian literature with imprisonment as the result of 
finding these.  Imagine having religious services underground 
or even deep in the forests surrounding your home in order to 
prevent persecution.  Imagine having to sign a document em-
bracing communism and atheism as an eighth grader in order 
to be allowed to realize any further educational opportunities. 
 
Now imagine the feelings of freedom of religion, education and 
career; all free from scrutiny from the government.  Imagine 
the feelings that accompany home ownership and realizing 
that someone cares enough to help you build that home in this 
country, in this county, in this city. 
 
You may catch a glimpse of the lives of many of the Ukrainian 
families that are now proud Habitat for Humanity homeowners 
or soon will be.  It all started when Mikhail Mashnitskiy with the 
help from members of The Peoples Church came to our coun-
try.  Since his family's arrival, members from Clearview Baptist 
Church, West Franklin Baptist Church, Oak Valley Baptist 
Church and The Peoples Church have collaborated to bring 
families out of persecution and oppression to our community. 
 
Stanislav and Galina Ogorodnik are two of our newest se-
lected homeowners.  The name Ogorodnik stands for potato 
farmer which is what Stanislav was in his home country.  They 
are here as well as 38 other children, grandchildren or in-laws 
because of their daughter Oksana.  She is here because of a 
complicated “visa lottery”.  Once she arrived she petitioned the 
federal government to get other family members here.  She 
and her husband Oleg along with their seven children had their 
home dedicated in April of 2004.  Her brother Benjamin and 
his wife Lyubov, along with their seven children had their home 
dedicated on August 14th.  How moving it was as we all sang 
How Great Thou Art.  This song is a very popular song in the 
Ukrainian community and was one that was sung frequently 
during clandestine religious services in the home country. 
 
The character, commitment and perseverance of these fami-
lies is evident as they work on their homes, worship in their 
church and toil at their jobs.  Habitat for Humanity is about 
offering a hand up not a hand out to those in need.  These 
families will be a blessing to our community and example of 
overcoming obstacles to our community and an example of 
overcoming obstacles to live the American dream.  We all 
should pause and reflect on how we are blessed in our coun-
try.  Let us not take for granted the freedom we enjoy and the 
lives lost to help preserve that freedom.  May God’s will be 
done. 
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A CPA at Churchill Mortgage Company in her professional life, 
Amy Kee was first exposed to Habitat for Humanity as an outside 
auditor with the accounting firm of Lattimore, Black, Morgan and 
Cain (LBMC).  Amy says, “I never knew much about Habitat for 
Humanity of Williamson County until I started auditing their of-
fice.  Working with Laurie, Ermon and Mary was always very en-

joyable.  I could tell their hearts were really in the right place.  Seeing this made we want to volunteer on 
my own.”  Amy soon began volunteering on the Family Support committee and as a support person for 
newly selected Habitat homeowners.  As a family support person Amy partnered with a newly selected 
Habitat homeowner from the time of their selection until after their home was built.  Amy worked to provide 
encouragement to the family, answer questions, and acted as a liaison between the family and the Habitat 
office. 

Amy also quickly became involved as a volunteer on construction sites.  Amy says 
that, “I’ve put up siding, caulked, painted, helped in framing the houses and hung 
doors.  It’s amazing what you can learn to do in one afternoon.”  In 2004 Amy and her 
husband Lorin acted as a support team for homeowner Shelika Poynter and partici-
pated in the construction of her home. 

In the spring and summer of 2005 Amy and Lorin volunteered as a support team for 
two families, and Amy agreed to take on the challenging role of Support Committee 
Chairman.  Amy has already revamped Habitat’s Homeowner Manual and is working 
to improve the overall support program at HFHWC.  Amy and Lorin also volunteered their time this sum-
mer at the Williamson County Fair, manning the Habitat booth, and this fall have become the support fam-
ily for newly selected homeowner Wanda Coffee and her son Joshua. 

Amy says, “Habitat is the most worthwhile charity that I’ve every been involved with.  It’s fine to give 
money to a charity.  But to actually be able to help out one-on-one with the families, to participate in the 
construction of their homes—it makes it all that much more rewarding.”  
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HABItee RAISES $75,000 FOR AFFILIATE! 
On one of the hottest days of the year the Ninth Annual HABItee golf tournament was 
held at Legends Golf Club in Franklin.  Thirteen teams, consisting of 49 individual golf-
ers and fundraisers, raised over $75,000 for Habitat for Humanity of Williamson 
County! 
 
Teams of four, led by a designated captain, worked for weeks in advance of the July 
11th tournament to solicit pledges and donations for HFHWC.  The top three fundrais-
ing teams were:  Ron Stump and Chris Joiner’s team at $13,860; Andy Bailey’s team 
at $11,330; and Bob Taylor’s team at $7,240.   
 

Five hundred and seventy-five sponsors, including both individuals and companies, gave money in sup-
port of HABItee and HFHWC. 
   
The 2005 HABItee is the most successful fundraiser Habitat for Humanity of Williamson County has ever 
held, and Andy Bailey, chair of the HABItee committee, is aiming even higher next year.  “We are looking 
forward to an even bigger year in 2006...We plan to host our event at the beautiful Governors Club and 
include even more amenities than we did this year.  Our new goal for 2006 will be $125,000 -- and we can 
reach it with help from friends like all of you.” 
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NEW HOMEOWNERS WELCOMED TO HABITAT 
Four Williamson County families were recently selected to become Habitat homeowners, and were welcomed to the 
Habitat family with an orientation meeting and dinner on August 18, 2005.  The new families are a cross-section of 
Williamson County with Williamson County natives, immigrants, young,  single moms and a couple married for over 
50 years. 
 
Newly selected homeowner Wanda Coffee says that “All my life I have wanted to be a homeowner but after my 
health failed I didn’t think that I would ever have the opportunity.”  Now Wanda and her  15 year old son Joshua will 
“grow up and make memories in a home of our own, that we can call our own.” Michelle Morris and her six year old 
son Corbin also join the Habitat family.  Michelle and Corbin currently live in public housing, and Michelle is excited 
to get her son into a safer environment.  Michelle says that she and Corbin are excited to “have our own yard to play 
in and have our pets with us and maybe even a garden.”  
 
Stanislav, Galina, and Ruslan Ogorodnik came to the United States three years ago as religious refugees from the 
Ukraine.  In fact, Stanislav was imprisoned in the Ukraine for teaching his family Christianity.  Stanislav and Ruslan 
are already a familiar faces at Habitat build sites having volunteered their time on previous Habitat builds.  June Jett-
Jhala and her 13 year old daughter Unnati have also been selected to become 
Habitat homeowners.  June says that “We’re so thrilled to have this opportunity.  To 
have a stable home for my daughter, to own our own home is a dream come true.”  
All four families have already begun earning the required 500 hours of sweat equity 
and attending a 13 week budgeting and financial planning class. 
 
Habitat homeowners pay back a 20 year, no interest mortgage.  Each mortgage 
payment by Habitat homeowners goes into a special account called the Fund for 
Humanity that is designated to build more Habitat homes. 

HABITAT KEEPS BUSY OVER THE SUMMER 
The summer of 2005 was a busy one for Habitat construction manager Gregg Elliott.  Gregg split 
his time for six weeks between two houses, both of which, at five bedrooms and two baths, were 
the largest Habitat for Humanity of Williamson County has ever built.  Gregg also finished the last 
few details on two other houses and checked in with The Jones Company and Crye-Leike Real-
tors to see how their build was progressing. 
 
The Jones Company and Crye-Leike Realtors partnered with HFHWC for the second year in a 
row to build a simple, decent home for a Williamson County family.  Unlike most Habitat builds, 
Habitat did not supervise and coordinate The Jones Company and Crye-Leike build.  The compa-
nies’ expertise in building and real estate were tremendous assets and their build was almost en-

tirely self-sufficient.  Helped by Pat Collins, on-site supervisor for The Jones Company, the companies did every-
thing from order the framing package to plant the last bush in the front yard with little help from Habitat.  This year 
they built a home for LaShandra Dodson and her two young sons. 
 
Meanwhile, five Williamson County churches joined together to help build a home for a family of religious refugees.  
First United Methodist of Franklin, Peace Lutheran, East Brentwood Presbyterian, St. Paul’s Epis-
copal, and St. Andrew Lutheran sponsored and built a new home for the Nesteruk family in Habi-
tat’s Westview subdivision.  Before their Habitat home was completed the family of nine lived in a 
three-bedroom, one bath apartment that was in deplorable condition with serious heating prob-
lems, leaks, and fire hazards. 
 
At the same time Southwestern/Great American, Inc. was busy building a new home for  the 
Ogorodnik family on Chestnut Lane in Franklin.  Also a family of nine, the Ogorodniks new home 
was completed with lots of hard work and sweat on some of the hottest days of the year by em-
ployees of Southwestern/Great American, Inc. and the Ogorodnik family.       
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LaShandra Dodson (c.) and her sons cut the ribbon on her new 
Habitat home with help from Williamson County Chamber of Com-
merce members and representatives from the sponsors of the home, 
Crye-Leike Realtors and The Jones Company. 

Cathy Crimi (l.) of First United Method-
ist Church of Franklin congratulates 
new homeowners Nikolay and Olga 
Nesteruk at the dedication of their new 
Habitat home. 

Veniamin Ogorodnik speaks at the dedi-
cation of his family’s new Habitat home, 
sponsored by Southwestern/Great 
American, Inc. 

Habitat Board President Steve Lewis (l.) visits with Cor-
bin Morris-Cluasson, son of Michelle Morris, a newly 
selected Habitat homeowner at the new homeowners’ 
orientation meeting. 
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Realty Executives Fine Homes 
AIM Healthcare, Inc. 
The People’s Church 
Trinity United Methodist Church 
Christ Presbyterian Church of Nashville 
West Harpeth Primitive Baptist Church 
Brentwood United Methodist Church 
Christian Songwriters and Publishers 
Aldersgate Sunday School 
First United Methodist Church, Franklin 
Epworth United Methodist Church 
St. Philip Catholic Church 
Whirlpool Corporation 
Bell South Mobility 
Apcom 
First Presbyterian Church, Franklin 
Fourth Avenue Church of Christ 
Harpeth Hills Church of Christ 
Westview United Methodist Church 
GMAC  
Darryll Waltrip Honda-Volvo 
Brentwood High School  
Forest Hills United Methodist Church 
Williamson Co. Assoc. Realtors 
Associated Builders & Contractors 
Huskey Building Supplies 
Forest Hills Baptist Church 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church  
AmSouth Bank 
Franklin Financial Mortgage 
Fifth Third Bank 

Chick-Fil-A 
Chuck Suggs & Sonic 
ERACE Foundation 
Centennial High School 
Franklin High School 
Oak Valley Baptist Church  
Brentwood Baptist Church 
Lions Club Franklin 
Bethlehem United Methodist Church 
East Brentwood Presbyterian Church 
Brentwood Nazarene Church 
Clearview Baptist Church 
Christ United Methodist Church 
Limestone Baptist Church 
Fowlkes Street Church of Christ 
Brentwood Academy 
Tom A Productions 
Nashville Lifestyles Magazine 
Athlete’s House 
Area Rotary Clubs 
The Film Worker’s Club 
Scott Crane 
Wild Oats 
Channel 2 
First Tennessee Bank 
Krispy Kreme 
Sam’s 
Greater Nashville House & Home 
The Tennessean 
Williamson A.M. 
St. Andrew Lutheran Church 

Indoor Graffiti Advertising 
Parent’s Magazine 
Nashville Scene 
Channel 5 
Williamson Medical Center 
Shirley Zeitlin Realtors 
Cool Springs Galleria 
Starbucks 
Home Depot 
Lowe’s 
Kroger 
Publix 
Ravenwood High School 
Gospel Music Association 
The Jones Company 
Crye-Leike Realtors 
Strong Tower Bible Church 
Habitat High of Williamson County 
PRIMUS Corporation 
Montgomery Bell Academy & Harpeth 
Hall 
Bank of America 
Larson Doors 
Harley Davidson of Cool Springs 
Independence High School 
Pinnacle Financial Centers 
Dunning Law Group & SBS Services 
Realty Title 
Southwestern/Great American 
Ameriquest�
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P.O. Box 681013 
Franklin, TN  37068 

(615) 591-7077 
www.hfhwc.org 

Wish List:  crew bosses, professional roofers, utility trailer,  
folding tables 

MANY THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS WHO MAKE IT POSSIBLE TO  ACHIEVE 
OUR MISSION! 
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