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Williamson County’s 9th annual HABItee golf tourna-
ment is just around the corner.  This popular fundrais-
ing event will be held on July 11th at Legends Golf 
Club in Franklin.  Habitat for Humanity of Williamson 
County hopes to raise $75,000 this year and have as-
sembled some fantastic prizes for the winning partici-
pants!  Prizes will be awarded to first, second and 
third place teams finishing the tournament, as well as 

individuals who raise the  most money.  First, second and third place teams win 
lunch and a round of golf at The Honors Course, The Golf Club of Tennessee 
and Vanderbilt Legends Golf Club, respectively.  Individuals who raise $1,250 
will receive a $100 gift certificate to a golf shop.  Those who raise $3,000 will 
receive their choice of a golf club ($300 retail value) or a two-night/three day 
visit to Whitestone Country inn, including room, breakfast and dinner for two.  
For $7,000 raised, the golfer earns either a golf club ($500 retail value) or a two-
night/three-day stay at any Ritz Carlton Resort in the US, including accommo-
dations for two adults and two children, breakfast and $150 Ritz currency.  The 
prize for individuals raising $10,000 is a three-night/four day Pinehurst getaway 
for two people that includes one round of golf per day. 

All participants must solicit contributions in order to play.  Habitat will follow-up 
with the contributors after the tournament.  However, participants are encour-
aged to have as much money as possible in hand the day of the tournament.  
The HABItee is an 18-hole tournament played in a four-man scramble format.  
Golfers can sign up as a team or as individuals.  (Habitat will assist in grouping 
individuals into four-man teams.)  All teams must designate one member as 
captain. 

Proceeds from this fundraiser will go to build decent, 
affordable housing for deserving individuals and fami-
lies in Williamson County.  All prospective homeown-
ers must accumulate at least 500 hours of “sweat eq-
uity” working on other Habitat homes and participating 
in community volunteer work.  Candidates are also 
required to participate in a comprehensive 13-week 
budgeting and financial planning class.  At the end of 
the process homeowners pay $1,500 in closing costs 
and begin a 20-year, zero-interest mortgage.  Monthly 
mortgage payments are then recycled into the “Fund for Humanity” that is des-
ignated to build more houses.   

This year’s HABItee will be a wonderful opportunity for Williamson County golf 
enthusiasts to indulge their hobby and help build houses at the same time!  
Those interested in participating in HABItee should contact wither Andy Bailey 
or Laurie Kush.  Contact Any at 207-7200 or andy.bailey@mynationlink.com.  
Contact Laurie at 977-2127 or kushgal@aol.com.  Be sure to by “HABItee” in 
the subject line of your e-mail. 

By Lorin Kee, HFHWC Volunteer ���
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Sermons of God’s Love 

 
By:  Ermon Lature 
Executive Director 

Sermons of God’s love...It’s one of our definitions of a 
Habitat for Humanity house. 
 
In Williamson County, as well as in the rest of the 
world, sponsors, scores of volunteers, staff people 
and homeowners are building so much more than 
houses. 
 
Homeownership is a part of the “American Dream,” 
but it’s more than that.  We build hope.  That hope is 
demonstrated in the stories of the emotional and life 
transforming effect Habitat has had on the recipients 
of Habitat houses. 
 
We are building relationship, bringing people to-
gether, and breaking down barriers.  We are promot-
ing love and understanding.  We are building and 
revitalizing neighborhoods. 
 
Pride is contagious.  Children are proud to bring their 
friends home to their house.  They go home to a 
comfortable house that has room enough to study 
and do homework. 
 
When you call the Habitat office and ask “How can I 
help building Habitat houses?”, we’ll tell you all the 
ways you can become involved.  We probably won’t 
say “It’s more than houses.”...But it is. 
 
Do we still need your help in several other areas?  
We sure do!  Our office space is very limited for our 
current operation and we have very little storage 
space or areas to work in during inclement weather. 
We need help in our fundraisers (i.e. HABItee, the 
July 11 golf event), so our sponsor money and mort-
gage payments can be used 100% for the building of 
new homes. 
 
We appreciate your monetary support, your volunteer 
efforts and your continual prayers for our mission. 
 
“If your gift is to encourage others, do it!  If you have 
money, share it generously.  If God has given you 
leadership ability, take this responsibility seriously.  
And if you have a gift for showing kindness to others, 
do it gladly.”   Romans 12:8 
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Moving Forward 
 

By:  Steve Lewis 
Board President 

Recently I was reminded again of how important our mission at 
Habitat for Humanity is in the life of our community here in Wil-
liamson County.  During a breakfast meeting last week at a local 
restaurant a young woman saw the Habitat for Humanity logo on 
some materials we were discussing.  She informed me that she 
had just submitted an application for consideration to the family 
selection committee and she was hopeful that she might be 
picked.  She went on to tell me that she was a single mom, a re-
covering alcoholic who at one time was an avid golfer.  She actu-
ally had played golf on a college golf team in North Carolina.  She 
also mentioned that she had a dream of going back to school to 
further her education and chances at better employment. 
 
I don’t know whether this woman will qualify for a home.  I do 
know that within our community there continues to be an opportu-
nity to extend a hand up to those struggling to make a better life 
for themselves.  All of us, a board member, a homeowner or a 
community supporter want to be looking for opportunities to find 
those in need.  We are all called to serve others. 
 
All of use know what momentum is.  We know when an organiza-
tion has it or when it doesn’t.  Right now HFHWC has several 
things going that demonstrate the building momentum of our or-
ganization.  We have hired Laurie Kush, formerly our office man-
ager, to the post of Development Director.  She will be responsi-
ble for generating funds and sponsorships to help us serve more 
people.  We are currently very close to developing an “E-store” 
where donated materials and supplies can be offered online as a 
way to generate additional funding.  We currently have nine spon-
sors for this year.  Our goal continues to be moving toward 15 a 
year.  With the help of Craig Barber we currently are working on a 
business plan to formalize our processes and tactics as we move 
into the future.  We are about to begin a new year of family selec-
tion and we currently are still accepting applications.  We stand 
currently at 59 homes built since our inception.  We have much to 
celebrate! 
 
Each year affiliates are awarded nationally in three categories 
(small, middle and large) for exemplary performance.  In 2004 
HFHWC was awarded MidAmerica Region Affiliate of the Year 
(four states).  We were also awarded Middle Size Affiliate of the 
Year for 2004.  This is a national honor that speaks highly of the 
efforts of the staff and board.  Give Ermon a pat on the back the 
next time you see him! 
 
In closing, thank you for the role you play in helping our affiliate 
flourish.  I recently read a quote, “no one is as smart as all of us.”  
Please continue to think and pray for ways we might serve better.  
You have made a difference in the past and you will make a dif-
ference in the future.  May God’s will be done! 
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Jennifer Anderson has been co-chair for Brentwood United Method-
ist Church’s yearly Habitat build for three years.  Introduced to Habi-
tat five years ago by Habitat board members Susan Thornton and 
Chris McClure, she quickly stepped into a leadership role.  “When I 
first took the responsibility I had no idea what I was doing or where 
to start.  I surrounded myself with an excellent team of volun-
teers...We started to develop check lists of what needed to be done.  

Over the years we have kept 90% of our team in place, which has turned into an excellent situation of stability 
for the BUMC build since we all have experience now.” 

Jennifer’s first role as a volunteer was on a build site.  She quickly learned that bored volunteers = unhappy 
volunteers, and as co-chair of BUMC’s builds makes it her mission to keep other volunteers happy.  “I love 
working with people and making volunteering fun...Volunteers that have fun at a well-organized build site, will 
come back year after year.”  Of working with Habitat Jennifer says, “I love working with an organization that is 
committed in helping people by giving them the ‘tools’ to take a step up in the 
life...this being done by education, mentoring, and setting a Christ-like example.  
I love hard work and being out in the fresh air, but my favorite part is seeing a 
child of the homeowner smile with tears of joy because they finally get to live in 
a real home that their parents own and take pride in.  Everyone should be given 
a chance in life!” 

Born a “Navy kid” in San Diego, California Jennifer has lived in Dallas, Houston, 
Nashville, Jackson (MS), and Rochester (NY).  Jennifer and her husband Sean 
attend BUMC.  Jennifer was in the travel and hospitality business for 15 years, and today works part-time for 
Brentview Realty.  She says that, “Habitat last year helped me get through the toughest year of my life!  In 
January 2004, I suffered from a deep bout of depression after quitting my job.  It took me several months to re-
cover and then in April 2004 it was time to plan for Habitat.  I could hardly motivate myself on a daily basis.  
Habitat helped me recover from depression by helping others—one of the best undiscovered therapies in the 
world!  By focusing on helping others and getting involved, I truly feel that this organization helped me kick de-
pression!  I have depression, but I feel that I have control with the grace of God, to manage this illness.” 

Jennifer’s volunteer interests extend beyond habitat.  She serves as the co-chair for BUMC’s Homebound Min-
istry, organizing volunteers to visit church members that are shut-it or in nursing or skilled care facilities.  Jenni-
fer also volunteers on Fridays as McKendree Village Retirement Community visiting members of her church, 
and leading a trivia and prayer share in the afternoons. 

“This year has been the best year and the best I have felt in 5-6 years!  I always remember that God is good all 
the time and He will always be with you wherever you are!”��
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Carpenters on Call—Often during a build all of the planned work is 
not completed over the weekend, and our construction manager 
needs help to complete work before the next weekend.  Requests 
for volunteers will usually come with short notice. 
Crew Bosses—Commit to help our construction manager on build 
sites.  They will lead volunteers on projects, answer questions, and 
help ensure that work is being done properly and safely. 
Site Coordinators—Help sign-in volunteers, make sure they have a 
job they’re comfortable with and are enjoying their experience. 
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SPRING BRINGS NEW HABITAT HOMES 
 
The start of spring brought a new year of building for Habitat for Humanity of Williamson County.  With a goal to 
build 10 houses in 2005 in mind, HFHWC started building in April with Habitat High of Williamson County first in line 
as a sponsor. 
 
Habitat High is a coalition of five local high schools (Brentwood, Centennial, Franklin, Independence, and Raven-
wood) that, for the second year, came together to build a home with HFHWC.  Brentwood, 
Centennial and Franklin Highs had in previous years built separately, but after expressing a 
desire to build every year decided to pool their resources and efforts.  Each school’s chapter 
is supervised by  a teacher sponsor and led by student officers.  The schools work through-
out the year to raise the $55,000 necessary to sponsor a house through fundraisers that 
vary from pizza eating contests to going door to door in neighborhoods throughout William-
son County in their annual Knock & Deliver campaign.   
 
The students’ enthusiasm and determination to build a home for new homeowner Nick Clabough was on display 
during the construction.  On the day roofing was completed  HFHWC construction manager Gregg Elliott said that 
one Brentwood High student was determined to get the job done.  Elliott explains, “His dad came to pick him up and 
he said,  ‘Come back in an hour.’  He came back and he ended up waiting another 45 minutes for  him.  He wasn’t 
going to leave until we said we were leaving.  I love to see that.” 

 
During the month of May Brentwood United Methodist Church built a new home for LaDonna 
Brooks and her 11 year old daughter Shawnee, and, with seven houses under their belt, the 
church is full of Habitat pros.  This year’s house, a two story, presented new challenges for the 
church.  The construction of a two story house  often takes  longer than the traditional HFHWC 
one story, but BUMC  completed the  house in the normal four week build schedule.  Volunteers 
and the  Brooks family took communion in the unfinished house on the second day of the  build.   
 
LaDonna has worked at Academy Sports for four years, and for several months she has been 
working to help set-up the Westview Homeowners’ Association for her new neighborhood.  
LaDonna’s hard work and determination to make a better life for her daughter is paying off, not 
only with the construction of their new home, but  with Shawnee’s education.  Shawnee recently 

completed academic testing at Battleground Academy, and, after testing well above her grade level, received a  
scholarship. 

Leah Welbourn is spending her summer a little differently than most.  The University of Virginia junior 
and Brentwood native is cycling across America as part of Bike and Build, a national program that 
helps raise money for and awareness about affordable housing.  Leah raised over $4,000 and volun-
teered at a Habitat build here in Williamson County before leaving from Virginia Beach on May 19th 
on her journey to Cannon Beach, Oregon.   
Leah and her group sometimes cycle over 100 miles per day in sunshine and rain, and make frequent 
stops to help build Habitat houses and work on other affordable housing projects along the way.  Leah 
says that it’s “neat to get to see the amazing things that are being done with all of the money that I 
raised...I am learning about the cause more and more and I think it is truly beautiful to be able to 
serve families in this way.”   
Through all of the challenges that come with riding a bicycle all day Leah says, “This 
experience is teaching me that God is truly all I need.  Like that song I always listen 
to, I am learning how much the earth is filled with his glory.” 
For more information about Bike and Build and to read Leah’s journal entries about 
her journey visit www.bikeandbuild.org. 
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New homeowner Nick Clabough and his house sponsor 
Habitat High gather on the front porch of his new home. 

Randy Yarbrough of BUMC hands LaDonna 
Brooks (c.) the keys to her new home. 

HFHWC Named 2004 Best Mid-Sized Affiliate!  
 

Habitat for Humanity of Williamson County has been named 2004 Best Mid-Sized Affili-
ate by Habitat for Humanity International.  The award is based on annual house produc-
tion, maintaining a Christian identity, selection and support of families, business man-
agement and governance, increase in numbers and local partnership and collaboration.   
“This is truly a group award,” says Executive Director Ermon Lature.  “Without the work 
of everyone involved in Habitat:  the Board, our hundreds of volunteers, our homeown-
ers, and the staff HFHWC would not have received this honor.” 
The award will be presented at the National Executive Directors Conference in July.   

Nick Clabough (r.) accepts the keys to 
his new home from Neil Skalitzsky (l.). 

Jennifer Anderson (l.) of BUMC accepts the 
thanks of HFHWC from Ermon Lature (r.) at 
the dedication of LaDonna Brooks’ new home. 
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Realty Executives Fine Homes 
AIM Healthcare, Inc. 
The People’s Church 
Trinity United Methodist Church 
Christ Presbyterian Church of Nashville 
West Harpeth Primitive Baptist Church 
Brentwood United Methodist Church 
Christian Songwriters and Publishers 
Aldersgate Sunday School 
First United Methodist Church, Franklin 
Epworth United Methodist Church 
St. Philip Catholic Church 
Whirlpool Corporation 
Bell South Mobility 
Apcom 
First Presbyterian Church, Franklin 
Fourth Avenue Church of Christ 
Harpeth Hills Church of Christ 
Westview United Methodist Church 
GMAC  
Darryll Waltrip Honda-Volvo 
Brentwood High School  
Forest Hills United Methodist Church 
Williamson Co. Assoc. Realtors 
Associated Builders & Contractors 
Huskey Building Supplies 
Forest Hills Baptist Church 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church  
AmSouth Bank 
Franklin Financial Mortgage 
Fifth Third Bank 

Chick-Fil-A 
Chuck Suggs & Sonic 
ERACE Foundation 
Centennial High School 
Franklin High School 
Oak Valley Baptist Church  
Brentwood Baptist Church 
Lions Club Franklin 
Bethlehem United Methodist Church 
East Brentwood Presbyterian Church 
Brentwood Nazarene Church 
Clearview Baptist Church 
Christ United Methodist Church 
Limestone Baptist Church 
Fowlkes Street Church of Christ 
Brentwood Academy 
Tom A Productions 
Nashville Lifestyles Magazine 
Athlete’s House 
Area Rotary Clubs 
The Film Worker’s Club 
Scott Crane 
Wild Oats 
Channel 2 
First Tennessee Bank 
Krispy Kreme 
Sam’s 
Greater Nashville House & Home 
The Tennessean 
Williamson A.M. 
St. Andrew Lutheran Church 

Indoor Graffiti Advertising 
Parent’s Magazine 
Nashville Scene 
Channel 5 
Williamson Medical Center 
Shirley Zeitlin Realtors 
Cool Springs Galleria 
Starbucks 
Home Depot 
Lowe’s 
Kroger 
Publix 
Ravenwood High School 
Gospel Music Association 
The Jones Company 
Crye-Leike Realtors 
Strong Tower Bible Church 
Habitat High of Williamson County 
PRIMUS Corporation 
Montgomery Bell Academy & Harpeth 
Hall 
Bank of America 
Larson Doors 
Harley Davidson of Cool Springs 
Independence High School 
Pinnacle Financial Centers 
Dunning Law Group & SBS Services 
Realty Title�
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P.O. Box 681013 
Franklin, TN  37068 

(615) 591-7077 
www.hfhwc.org 

Wish List:  crew bosses, professional roofers, utility trailer,  
pick-up truck, folding tables 

MANY THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS WHO MAKE IT POSSIBLE TO  ACHIEVE 
OUR MISSION! 
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