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In 2005, Habitat for Humanity of Williamson 
County, with the help of our innumerable and in-
valuable sponsors, donors, volunteers and 
friends, helped eight Williamson County families 
fulfill the American Dream.  Those eight families, 
for the first time, will celebrate Christmas in a 
home of their own.  Three of those families  
moved in just in time for Christmas. 

Betty and Willis Petway, while never affluent, 
made a good life for their family in Franklin until 

Willis suffered a stroke.  The stroke left Willis unable to work and the 
family, unable to afford anything else on Betty’s salary alone, was forced 
to move into a rental home in poor condition.  The house had little insula-
tion, a leaking roof, rotting floors, and inadequate electricity and plumb-
ing.  Though Betty and Willis’ own children are grown, they have taken 
on the responsibility of raising one of their granddaughters.  This Christ-
mas the Petway family is celebrating in a warm, dry home of their own. 

The Ogorodnik family, Stanislav and Galina and their youngest son 
Ruslan, came to the United States as religious refugees from the Ukraine 
two years ago.  The family suffered from religious persecution at the 
hands of the KGB during the Cold War, and lived in constant fear of per-
secution even after the Soviet Union disbanded.  Stanislav, the sole 
breadwinner for his large family, was thrown in a Soviet prison for two 
years for sharing his religious faith.  Through it all, Stanislav, a carpenter 
for fifty years, dreamed of building a home of his own someday.  This Oc-
tober that dream finally became a reality right here in Williamson County. 

Michelle Morris and her son Corbin will celebrate Christmas for the first 
time in a home of their own. Michelle has worked hard to become a 
homeowner and to get her young son out of public housing and into a 
safer environment.  This Christmas holds more than one exciting oppor-
tunity for the family, Michelle is starting a new, bet-
ter job in Franklin.  And this spring Michelle, while 
still working full-time, plans to begin college 
classes, taking the first steps towards her dream 
of completing her college education. 

Next year more families will have the opportunity 
to celebrate Christmas in a new home of their 
own.  May God bless you and yours, and the mis-
sion of Habitat for Humanity of Williamson County  
this Christmas. 

Happy Holidays! ���
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Joy to the World… 
Peace on Earth 

 
By:  Ermon Lature 
Executive Director 

A prominent Nashville singer of yester-year 
sang a song that sounded like the beginning 
of a standard Christmas Hymn.  But it 
changed to the promise that is the “reason for 
the season” we celebrate.  It said “Hark the 
Herald Angels sing...listen what they 
say...that man will live forever more...because 
of Christmas day.”  That’s the “JOY” to the 
world.  Joy, and a celebration of the gift, that 
God gave on that first Christmas day.  It was 
the gift of being reconciled to God. 
 
Shalom...It’s the Hebrew word for Peace.  As 
a greeting (or farewell) it means “I wish for 
you the very best of everything in life.”  As a 
definition for Peace it means “The perfect 
peace.”  It’s the word Jesus used when he 
said, “Peace, I give to you, not the peace that 
the world gives, but the peace that only I can 
give you.”  (Being reconciled to God?). 
 
Habitat for Humanity of Williamson County 
ends another year of “giving a hand up” to 
eight (8) families who are now new homeown-
ers.  We look to the New Year with hopes of 
building 8-10 more during 2006. 
 
We often ask for your help in getting sponsors 
(They furnish $55,000 of the funds to build 
and provide 70% of the labor) and of our des-
perate need for property to carry on our mis-
sion. 
 
Most of all, we ask for your prayers in continu-
ing the mission God has given us. 
 
May Christmas be a Holy Day of reverent 
praise for all of you and your family. 
 
May the New Year be reflective of the Joy 
and Peace of Him who came, that we might 
have life, and have it, more abundantly. 
 
Shalom! 

 

Looking Back on 2005 
 

By:  Steve Lewis 
Board President 

As the sun begins to set on 2005 we have much to be thankful for as 
we reflect on the year.  As with any year many changes have tran-
spired.  Many of this year’s changes are placing Habitat for Humanity of 
Williamson County in position for significant growth for the upcoming 
years.  In 2005 we were able to serve eight families in our community.  
Our goal continues to be working toward serving 15-20 families per 
year. 
As many of you know, we were able to move our facilities to Eddy Court 
in Franklin.  We will begin in earnest in 2006 making our new Renova-
tion Station an integral part of our program.  We will provide building 
products, furniture, appliances and fixtures for a very reasonable price 
in the hopes of serving our community and also adding much-needed 
funds to our organization.  We hope you will choose to come by and 
visit us and see our “store”.  The leadership of this endeavor is in the 
hands of Bobbi Copeland and Lee Saeger. 
In 2005 we also enjoyed our most successful Habitee golf tournament 
ever.  Thanks to Andy Bailey and his committee, we were able to net 
over $50,000 in revenues.  This is a far cry from the $22,000 of 2004.  
We hope to make next year’s event even better by moving it to the Gov-
ernor’s Club, a prestigious and challenging course.  If you are inter-
ested in participating please call Andy at 207-7200. 
We also were able to realize a very successful Habitrot running event 
on Thanksgiving Day.  We were able to provide $20,000 for the affiliate 
this year.  Thanks to Don Bittick and Dan Beam for their leadership on 
this event.  Thanks also to Helen Carter and the Williamson Co. Asso-
ciation of Realtors for sponsoring this event with a $25,000 donation.  I 
am emphasizing these events to underscore their importance in the life 
of our affiliate.  If our goal is to build more homes, we want to continue 
to allow all of the mortgage money to go toward building.  We can do 
that if we are earning enough money through our fundraising events to 
cover all administrative costs.  In 2005 we made significant strides in 
that area. 
Our most pressing need continues to be the pursuit of affordable land 
for housing.  We are nearing a crisis mode as of this writing.  You, as 
an interested party, can help us by contacting developers, city officials, 
builders and real estate agents to aid in this most urgent need.  
Whether it is a random lot or a large tract suitable for allowing 15-20 
homes, we want and need your continued efforts and prayers in helping 
us find land. 
In closing, I have thoroughly enjoyed these past two years as President 
and I am both excited and optimistic about the direction we are headed.  
We all want to welcome Wes Turner who will begin serving his two-year 
term in January 2006.  He is a successful lawyer with the firm of Gullet, 
Sanford, Robinson and Martin in Nashville.  Wes is married to Vicki.  
They have three children, one of whom is engaged to be married this 
spring.  Wes attends First Baptist Church in Nashville.  Please help me 
welcome him as he begins his term. 
All of us a Habitat for Humanity of Williamson County want to wish you 
and yours a very Merry Christmas and a prosperous New Year.  May 
God’s will be done. 
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Caleb Bell, a Nashville native began volunteering with 
Habitat for Humanity of Williamson County in the summer 
of 2005 and has quickly become one of our most dedicated 
volunteers.  Caleb ran his own business, a machine shop 
called Mefco, for years out of a building in Franklin and af-
ter retiring decided to lease the building.  For some time 

Habitat had been looking to lease a building suitable to house a retail store (Renovation Station) 
to sell donated building materials and home décor.  When the Mefco building became available 
Habitat jumped at the opportunity.  Once the lease was signed Caleb quickly volunteered his time 
and efforts both on Renovation Station’s steering committee and in preparing the building to 
house both the store and the Habitat offices. 

Caleb has spent hours in the building cleaning up oil and grease and carrying away the remnants 
of the machine shop.  He has helped collect donations of everything from appliances to cabinets 
to couches, all of which will be among the items available for the public to purchase once the 
store opens.  His efforts have undoubtedly resulted in a sore back on more than one night, but 
Caleb is always there the next morning ready to do whatever is necessary to get Renovation Sta-
tion ready to open.  From putting up a new vent cover in the office to unloading refrigerators from 
the back of a truck, Caleb’s done a little of everything for Habitat, including donating items to be 
sold in the store. 

Caleb’s time and work has been invaluable in getting the building prepped to open up as a store.  
In his time off from volunteering with Habitat, Caleb enjoys playing golf, helping his wife Beth at 
her business (Frames Unlimited in Franklin), and spending time with his family. 
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· Habitat High (Brentwood, Centennial, Franklin,  
      Independence, and Ravenwood High Schools) 
· Brentwood United Methodist Church 
· The Jones Company and Crye-Leike Realtors 
· Southwestern/Great American, Inc. 
· Unity Build (First United Methodist of Franklin, 

Peace Lutheran, East Brentwood Presbyterian,   
St. Paul’s Episcopal, and St. Andrew Lutheran 
Churches) 

· Ameriquest Mortgage Company 
and The People’s Church 

· Brentwood Baptist Church 
· First Presbyterian Church of   

Franklin 

If you would like 
to begin  

receiving your 
quarterly  

newsletter by 
email please 

email  
Melody Conkin  

at 
mconkin@hfhwc.org 
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Habitat for Humanity of Williamson County’s new store, Renovation Sta-
tion, is scheduled to open its doors early in 2006.  Necessary improve-
ments to the store facility have caused a few delays in opening, but we 
haven’t been idle in the meantime.  Two weekends in December Renova-
tion Station held a yard sale to help clear space in our storage area and to 
raise money to complete the improvements for the store.  The yard sale 
was a big success not only in raising funds, but by informing the commu-
nity of the store’s arrival. 

Volunteers are needed almost every day of the week as we work to get the store open.  At the 
moment our biggest need is for volunteers to help our warehouse manager, Lee Saeger, pick-up 
and unload donations during the week.  We also need help organizing donated items and prepar-
ing them for display in the store. 
Once Renovation Station opens its doors we need lots of volunteers to help staff it.  Volunteer 
jobs include:  cashier, receiving, pick-up, customer service, stocking shelves, and setting up dis-
plays.  Volunteers are welcome to work as often or as little as they wish, but will be asked to 
sign-up for shifts to help organize the distribution of labor.  Store hours will be Tuesday through 
Friday from 10 am until 4 pm, and Saturday from 8 am until 2pm.  Volunteer shifts are tentatively 
planned to be:  9:30 am to 1:15  pm and 1 pm to 4:30 pm during the week, and 7:30 am to 11 am 
and 10:45 am to 2:30 pm on Saturdays.  Please contact Melody Conkin at 591-7077 or by email 
at mconkin@hfhwc.org for more information about volunteering at Renovation Station. 
Donations of building materials, appliances, furniture, and home décor items in good condition 
are being accepted.  Contact Lee Saeger at 591-7077 for more information. 

5th Annual ���������������� TROT a Success!  
Williamson County Association of Realtors HABItrot 5K Run/Walk and Kids’ Fun 
Run was held on Thanksgiving Day at CoolSprings Galleria.  The fifth annual 
event raised approximately $20,000 for Habitat for Humanity of Williamson 
County with 980 participants.   
With a change is format to a strictly 5K race, new divisions, and the addition of a 
Kids Fun Run, HABItrot 2005 presented new challenges to the planning commit-
tee.  The committee’s hard work and ideas were evident on race day and in the 
event's success.   
Special thanks to all of the event’s sponsors including:  Williamson County Asso-

ciation Realtors, Big Idea, Wachovia, Identity Inc, Harley-Davidson of 
Cool Springs, Ego Design, CoolSprings Galleria, The Gym at Southern 
Ice, and Critical Impressions. 
It would be hard to say enough about all of the sponsors, runners, fami-
lies, and our hard-working committee members and volunteers.  Every-
one involved helped raise both money and awareness about Habitat for 
Humanity of Williamson County and its mission. 
See you Thanksgiving morning 2006! 
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Those present lay hands on and pray over the  
Petway family’s new home at the house  
dedication. 

The Petway family (from l. to r.) Eureka, Betty, and Willis, at the 
dedication of their new Habitat home. 

Michelle Morris and her son Corbin  
Morris-Cluasson will move into their new 
home just in time for Christmas. 

Ruslan Ogorodnik helps paint the walls 
in his family’s new home. 
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Realty Executives Fine Homes 
AIM Healthcare, Inc. 
The People’s Church 
Trinity United Methodist Church 
Christ Presbyterian Church of Nashville 
West Harpeth Primitive Baptist Church 
Brentwood United Methodist Church 
Christian Songwriters and Publishers 
Aldersgate Sunday School 
First United Methodist Church, Franklin 
Epworth United Methodist Church 
St. Philip Catholic Church 
Whirlpool Corporation 
Bell South Mobility 
Apcom 
First Presbyterian Church, Franklin 
Fourth Avenue Church of Christ 
Harpeth Hills Church of Christ 
Westview United Methodist Church 
GMAC  
Darryll Waltrip Honda-Volvo 
Brentwood High School  
Forest Hills United Methodist Church 
Williamson Co. Assoc. Realtors 
Associated Builders & Contractors 
Huskey Building Supplies 
Forest Hills Baptist Church 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church  
AmSouth Bank 
Franklin Financial Mortgage 
Fifth Third Bank 

Chick-Fil-A 
Chuck Suggs & Sonic 
ERACE Foundation 
Centennial High School 
Franklin High School 
Oak Valley Baptist Church  
Brentwood Baptist Church 
Lions Club Franklin 
Bethlehem United Methodist Church 
East Brentwood Presbyterian Church 
Brentwood Nazarene Church 
Clearview Baptist Church 
Christ United Methodist Church 
Limestone Baptist Church 
Fowlkes Street Church of Christ 
Brentwood Academy 
Tom A Productions 
Nashville Lifestyles Magazine 
Athlete’s House 
Area Rotary Clubs 
The Film Worker’s Club 
Scott Crane 
Wild Oats 
Channel 2 
First Tennessee Bank 
Krispy Kreme 
Sam’s 
Greater Nashville House & Home 
The Tennessean 
Williamson A.M. 
St. Andrew Lutheran Church 

Indoor Graffiti Advertising 
Parent’s Magazine 
Nashville Scene 
Channel 5 
Williamson Medical Center 
Shirley Zeitlin Realtors 
Cool Springs Galleria 
Starbucks 
Home Depot 
Lowe’s 
Kroger 
Publix 
Ravenwood High School 
Gospel Music Association 
The Jones Company 
Crye-Leike Realtors 
Strong Tower Bible Church 
Habitat High of Williamson County 
PRIMUS Corporation 
Montgomery Bell Academy & Harpeth Hall 
Bank of America 
Larson Doors 
Harley Davidson of Cool Springs 
Independence High School 
Pinnacle Financial Centers 
Dunning Law Group & SBS Services 
Realty Title 
Southwestern/Great American, Inc 
Ameriquest Mortgage 
�
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P.O. Box 681013 
Franklin, TN  37068 

(615) 591-7077 
www.hfhwc.org 

Wish List:  crew bosses, professional roofers, 
folding tables and chairs, forklift,  

MANY THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS WHO MAKE IT POSSIBLE TO  ACHIEVE 
OUR MISSION! 
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